Anti-chromatin (anti-nucleosome) antibodies: diagnostic and clinical value.
Anti-chromatin (nucleosome) autoantibodies were one of the first autoantibodies ever detected since they make up the majority of antibodies causing LE Cell formation. The prevalence of anti-chromatin antibodies in systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) varies from 50% to 100%, being similar to that of the classical positive LE cell. The presence of these antibodies can be used, in conjunction with clinical findings and other laboratory tests, to help in the diagnosis of SLE and drug-induced lupus. Anti-chromatin antibodies have also been found in a lesser percentage of other autoimmune disorders such as primary Sjögren's syndrome and primary antiphospholipid syndrome. The presence of anti-chromatin antibodies has also been linked to glomerulonephritis and disease activity in SLE patients. Recent studies demonstrated the induction of anti-chromatin (anti-nucleosome) antibodies after an anti-tumour necrosis factor (TNF)-alpha agent treatment.